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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Kikuchi US005731779A in view of Arita et al. US006122040A. Kikuchi 

discloses in figures 1-9 a moving body transmitter and receiver axis adjusting system, 

comprising: a transmitter and receiver 1 1 mounted on a moving body, the transmitter 

and receiver transmitting a detection signal in a predetermined scanning area and 

receiving, as a reflected signal, the detection signal reflected from an object 2; a 

reference reflecting body 2 placed in a predetermined position relative to the moving 

body, the reference reflecting body reflecting the detection signal; automatic adjusting 

means for setting a detection area included in the scanning area and narrower than the 

scanning area, the automatic adjusting means capable of adjusting the detection area 

within the scanning area, wherein the reference reflecting body is positioned on an 

object detection axis of the detection area (see Abstract, figures 1-9). Kikuchi is silent 

about having an informing means for informing of a deviation between the object 

detection axis and the reference reflecting body that exceeds an area adjustable by the 

automatic adjusting means. Arita teaches a similar system for adjusting an axis of a 

range finder including the claimed informing means (see col. 16 lines 35-60). It would 
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have been obvious to modify Kikuchi's system to include the informing means so the 
operator would not assume that the auto adjustment is working. 

Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kikuchi US005731779A in view of Arita et al. US006122040A as applied to 
claims 1 and 3 above, and further in view of Kikuchi US006119067A. The 

combination of Kikuchi 779 and Arita is silent about the transmitter and receiver being 
mounted on the moving body via manual adjusting means to adjust a deviation between 
the reference reflecting body and the object detection axis that exceeds the area 
adjustable by the automatic adjusting means. Kikuchi '067 teaches the claimed manual 
adjusting means. It would have been obvious to modify Kikuchi 779 in view of Arita and 
Kikuchi '067 to include the manual adjusting means to correct the problem when the 
auto system does not work. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed February 1 st 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Regarding claims 1-4, applicant argues that "Kikuchi "779 does 
not teach or suggest informing of the extent to which a deviation between the object 
detection axis and reference reflecting body exceeds an adjustable area, or to which a 
portion of the detection area extends outside the scanning area if such a case arises as 
a result of the auto aiming" and "Arita fails to teach or suggest informing of the extent to 
which a deviation between the object detection axis and reference reflecting body 
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exceeds an adjustable area, or to which a portion of the detection area extends outside 
the scanning area if such a case arises as a result of the auto aiming". In response, is it 
no clear what is not being taught by the combination and Kikuchi and Arita from 
applicant's arguments. The applicant admits on page 7 of the remarks "Applicant 
respectfully notes Arita teaches determining adjustment is possible when the detection 
area is within a detection allowable area, the detection area being changed to a proper 
position by changing inside parameters. If it is determined that the axis deviation cannot 
be adjusted by the detection area being not located within the detection allowable area, 
a driver or worker is informed of such a development and the control of making a 
vehicle chase a preceding vehicle is forcibly stopped and rendered inoperable". This 
admittance by it self reads on the broad claim language "informing means for informing 
of a deviation between the object detection axis and the reference reflecting body that 
exceeds an area adjustable by the automatic adjusting means" (claim 1) or "informing 
means for informing of the extent to which the detection area is outside the scanning 
area as a result of the adjustment by the automatic adjusting means". The terms 
"deviation" or "extent" can be read broadly as a "0" or "1" values, meaning "adjustable" 
or "not adjustable". Therefore, the rejections are maintained. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isam Alsomiri whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6970. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Tarcza can be reached on 571-272-6979. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Isam Alsomiri 
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THOMAS H. Tmczh 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TfOWOLOGY CENTER 3600 



